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Professor Debra M. Elmegreen 

President 

American Astronomical Society, 

2000 Florida Ave. N.W., Suite 400      

Washington, D.C. 20009  

USA 

#
Dear Professor Elmegreen, 

 

The International Astronomical Union (IAU) Executive Committee is concerned by recent 

developments possibly affecting the future of the James Webb Space Telescope (JWST).  

Whilst it is not for the IAU to comment on matters which are the prerogative of National 

Members, it wishes to associate itself with the American Astronomical Society, the Canadian 

Astronomical Society and the European Astronomical Society in strongly supporting the 

scientific case for the JWST. 

It is widely accepted that the Hubble Space Telescope and its discoveries have transformed 

astronomy and had enormous worldwide impact on the public appreciation of science. The 

JWST, as the proposed successor to the Hubble, has capabilities surpassing those of the 

Hubble and will enable astronomers worldwide to address the most pressing questions in 

modern astrophysics.  New technological advances by the JWST will enable fundamental 

discoveries of planets around other stars and the formation of the first structure in the early 

universe, topics of enormous public interest.  It is seen by the astronomical community as a 

!"#$%#&'"$%(")(*+,-$.'/0&(%123"#-'.on of the cosmos for the coming decades, and its 

importance to science cannot be overstated.   

The IAU fully appreciates the current difficult economic times that now confront the world.  

Nevertheless, the IAU strongly supports the completion of this vitally important international 

project. 

Yours sincerely 
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