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Mandate and Goals

Although the upcoming Solar and Space Physics Decadal Survey will address issues
relevant to NASA’s Heliophysics Division as well as aspects of solar physics of interest
to NSF’s ATM division, there are important components of ground-based solar
astronomy that need to be addressed by the Astronomy & Astrophysics Decadal Survey
that will be getting under way shortly.

Our committee’s mandate is to provide input to AURA that will aid AURA’s advocacy of
solar ground-based astronomy to the upcoming Astronomy & Astrophysics Decadal
Survey. We will present our view of the most compelling solar science questions that
should be answered over the next decade, and describe how ground-based observations
will enable answering them

The Advanced Technology Solar Technology (ATST) will be a world-class, 4 meter
optical telescope that will serve the solar physics community to the middle of the 21st
century and beyond. We will outline a “balanced portfolio” of assets that will maximize
the potential of the ATST and keep ground-based solar astronomy a healthy, growing
field

We will also consider how to best ensure that decadal survey priorities for ground based
solar astronomy are followed



