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The additional funding necessary to complete JWST is relatively modest within the context of the overall NASA 
budget.  We recognize, however, that the Congress and Administration are confronting unprecedented fiscal 
challenges.  In this environment, NASA must stringently manage the completion of JWST, with the goal being an 
expeditious launch in 2018. 

Our institutions have a long history of involvement in NASA's space science program and have trained literally 
thousands of scientists and engineers over the past decades. As Presidents of these institutions, we urge the 
House-Senate committee to support a funding level for JWST that will allow its timely launch in the most cost 
effective manner possible.  It is also important that this be accomplished within a balanced space science portfolio 
that can sustain the vitality of other programs in planetary exploration, heliophysics, and earth sciences. 
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cc:   Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison 
Ranking Republican, Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, and Science 

 

Hon. Chaka Fattah  
Ranking Democrat, Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, and Science  
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Director, Office of Science and Technology Policy 


